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Lab partners with Spain and France
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Earth plus Mars: Los Alamos National Lab partners
with Spain and France
New Mexico’s role in the next mission to Mars will also be part of a tri-national Earthly
collaboration, officials say.

The new generation of the Red Planet rover touches down in 2020 and is set to again
feature a partnership between Los Alamos National Laboratory, the French space
agency and scientists in Spain.

Researchers and managers from LANL traveled along with NASA Mars project officials
to a Paris space conference this month where they signed an agreement with the
French Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales. The partners are already long entrenched in
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manufacturing a delicate, powerful instrument that analyzes the composition of rocks as
part of a suite of gadgets aboard the Curiosity Rover—roaming our neighboring planet
right now.
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